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ORDER NO. 87-169

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FDR:

IMPERIAL WEST CHEMICI'IL <XlMPANY
PITTSBURG PIANT
PITTSBURG, <XlN'I'RA COSTA <XlUNTY

The california Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, hereinafter called the Board, finds that:

1. The IlTperial West Chemical Company, Pittsburg Plant (hereinafter called
the discharger) receives waste pickling liquor (ferrous chloride), a
hazardous waste, through a pipeline from USS-Posco Industries and
processes it into ferrous chloride and liquid ferric chloride. The
discharger sells the products for use pr:ilnarily in wastewater treatment
facilities. The discharger uses three surface impoundments on the
facility. Ponds A and B are used to store and concentrate the waste
pickling liquor, and Pond C is used to store concentrated ferrous
chloride product. These three surface impoundments are subject to
Section 25208 (the Toxic pits Cleanup Act of 1984) of the california
Health and Safety Code (HSC).

2. The discharger filed an application for exemption dated December 31,
1985, from Sections 25208.4 (a) and 25208.5(a) of the HSC for its three
surface impoundments pursuant to sections 25208.4 (b) and 25208.5(c) of
the HSC, respectively.

3. Section 25208.4 (a) of the HSC requires that on or after June 30,
1988, no person shall discharge liquid hazardous wastes or hazardous
wastes containing free 1 iquids into a surface impoundment if the
surface impoundment, or the land underneath it, contains hazardous
wastes and is within one-half mile upgradient of a potential source of
drinking water. Pursuant to section 25208.2(f) "discharge" includes
storage of liquid hazardous wastes or hazardous waste containing free
liquids. Section 25208.4 (b) allows the discharger to apply to the
Board for an exemption from subsection 25208.4(a). To be granted the
exemption, the discharger must:

a. demonstrate that extremely hazardous wastes are not currently being
discharged into the surface impoundment, and either,

1) the records of the discharger indicate that no extremely
hazardous wastes have been discharged into the impoundment, or

2) that extremely hazardous wastes are not present in the surface
impoundment, vadose zone or ground water; and

b. the surface impoundment is in compliance with Section 25208.5 of
the HSC, and a report satisfying the requirements of Section
25208.8 of the HSC has been submitted.
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